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     bclim45, 22 May 2005

The Australian Geologist,

Dear Editor,

Responding to my earlier letter (TAG No. 133), Dougal Johnston (No. 134) seeks more on alternatives to the catastrophism of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  IPCC’s hypothesis of a people-driven climate is said to represent the consensus of 2,500 of the world’s top climate scientists; and it has been embraced unquestioningly by Australia’s governments, Federal and State.  The Mediaeval Warm Period and Little Ice Age have been abolished; and IPCC ostentatiously promotes the “Mann Hockeystick” – a thousand-year temperature graph purporting to show a stable pre-industrial climate (handle), disturbed only now by humans burning fossil fuels (blade).  Belief in the mythical stability of past climate has, as its equally-implausible corollary, belief that ‘doing the right thing’ about greenhouse gas emissions can ensure a stable future climate.

The Kyoto Protocol is but King Canute’s first step toward impoverishing the world for no attainable purpose.  But an alternative hypothesis offers two natural drivers for our ever-changing climate.  Both have an underlying solar/planetary pace-maker, although via very different mechanisms.  Humans can’t control the Sun and planets – or climate.

One driver is variable albedo.  Here, solar eruptive activity modulates the bombardment of Earth’s atmosphere by ionising galactic cosmic rays.  Thus, solar activity regulates cloudiness, and hence reflectance (albedo), and the proportion of little-varying solar heat which penetrates to the surface.  Earth is much brighter now than during the ‘quiet Sun’ 300 years ago, in the Maunder Minimum of the Little Ice Age.  Solar-driven climate change is explained in: Theodor Landscheidt 2003, “New Little Ice Age instead of Global Warming?”, Energy & Environment v. 114 no. 2/3 pp. 327-50.  This ground-breaking paper is available on-line at http://mitosyfraudes.8k.com/Calen/Landscheidt-1.html.

The other is variable upwelling in the equatorial eastern Pacific.  The last warming step was the Great Pacific Climate Shift in 1976/77, which superseded cooling in the 1940s.  These inertial events represent the cyclic interchange of angular momentum between lithosphere and ocean/atmosphere; and they have shorter-term analogues in El Nino/La Nina warm/cold upwelling changes.  The implications of Pacific upwelling are discussed in: Gary D. Sharp 2003, “Future climate change and regional fisheries: a collaborative analysis”, FAO Fisheries Technical Paper 452, Rome 75 p.  This paper is on-line at http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/006/Y5028E/Y5028E00.HTM.

Your correspondent asks for a reference to an ‘independent review’ of climate in the last 50,000 years or more.  I know of none which is up to date; but there is a new (6 May) paper covering the past 9,000years: Yongjin Wang et al 2005, “The Holocene Asian Monsoon: Links to Solar Changes and North Atlantic Climate”, Science v. 308 pp. 854-7.  Yes, the Little Ice Age is still there!
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